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Introduction
From the Tip of the Spear to the Heart of Faith

Eddie spent twenty years in the U.S. military, serving first as a Marine Infantryman and then as a
Navy SEAL. He completed seven combat deployments during the Global War on Terror—five of
them with the Navy's most elite unit. He led hundreds of high-risk missions as an assaulter and
breacher, operating at the actual tip of our nation's spear.

But somewhere between the adrenaline of combat and the quiet chaos of returning home,
Eddie found himself fighting another war. This one didn't involve foreign adversaries or hostile
terrain. It involved addiction, anger, and the weight of becoming a single father to three young
children. The battlefield had shifted, and the enemy was within.

At a men's retreat, something broke open. Eddie encountered forgiveness—real forgiveness—
and discovered that the same God who had protected him in firefights wanted to walk with him
through this new battle front of fatherhood, recovery, and purpose.

This is what UNAFRAID is about: choosing truth over comfort. Recognizing that there is good
and evil—no in-between. And understanding that without God's truth operating in our lives, we
remain trapped in cycles of defeat.

This devotional is built on the Book of James because James refuses to let faith remain
theoretical. He doesn't offer comfortable platitudes; he offers a blueprint for faith that works—
faith that shows up when trials arrive, when tempers flare, when words cut, and when the
pressure to conform threatens to undo us.

Over the next ten days, you'll encounter Scripture that challenges passive Christianity. You'll be
asked hard questions. You'll be given specific actions to take—not because works earn salvation,
but because genuine faith produces visible fruit.

Whether you're working through this alone or with a group of men, know this: the goal isn't
information. The goal is transformation.

Become UNAFRAID.

How to Use This Devotional

For Personal Study: Set aside 15-20 minutes each day. Read the passage slowly. Don't rush the
reflection questions—let them sit with you throughout the day. Complete the action step
before moving to the next day.

For Small Groups: Work through the devotional individually during the week, then gather to
discuss the Discussion Questions. Be honest. Create space for men to speak without
judgment. The goal is iron sharpening iron, not performance.
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Day/Week 1: Counting Trials as Joy

"Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything." — James 1:2-4

Reflection

James opens his letter with a command that cuts against everything our culture teaches: count
your trials as joy. Not medicate them away. Not endure them with gritted teeth. Not pretend
you are the only one who suffers. Count them as joy.

This isn't toxic positivity. James isn't asking you to pretend pain doesn't hurt. He's elevating a
training principle that every serious operator understands: stress, when applied correctly, builds
capacity.

David didn't defeat Goliath because he'd never faced danger. He defeated Goliath because lions
and bears in his father's fields had already tested him. Those trials weren't interruptions to his
calling—they were preparation for it.

The question isn't whether trials will come. The question is what they will do to your perception
of God.

Personal Questions

+ What trial are you currently facing that feels more like punishment than training?
+  When has past difficulty prepared you for something you later faced?

+  What would it look like to approach today's challenge as formation rather than
frustration?

+ If life was thought of as a training camp for eternity, how would this frame your
perspective?

Action Step
Write down one current trial. Beneath it, write: "This is training me in " Complete the
sentence honestly. Keep it visible throughout the day.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Share a trial from your past that you can now see as formational. What did it build in
you?

2. Why is it difficult for men to view hardship as anything other than something to escape?
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3. How does our culture's obsession with comfort undermine spiritual development?

Prayer

Father, I confess that my instinct is to run _from difficulty, not to count it as joy. Teach me to
see trials through Your eyes—as training, not punishment. Build perseverance in me so that I

lack nothing. Amen.
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Day/Week 2: Asking for Wisdom Without Doubt

"If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea,
blown and tossed by the wind." — James 1:5-6

Reflection

Yesterday James told us trials produce perseverance. But James doesn't stop there. He moves to
wisdom. Not as a new topic. As the next piece of the same provision.

Perseverance without wisdom is just stubbornness. God isn't asking us to white-knuckle our
way through hard seasons. He's equipping us to navigate them.

That wisdom is available—but there's a condition. You have to ask. Not passively wonder. Not sit
in uncertainty. Ask—and believe He'll answer.

Operators don't succeed by half-committing to their objective. They commit fully, trusting their
training, their team, and their plan. Spiritual warfare works the same way.

Personal Questions

« In what area of life do you need wisdom right now? What trial is it connected to?

+  What doubts keep you from asking God confidently?

+  What would full commitment to trusting God look like in your current situation?
Action Step

Identify one decision you're facing. Ask God for wisdom—out loud, specifically—and then act on
whatever clarity comes. Don't wait for perfect certainty.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. What's the difference between healthy questioning and paralyzing doubt?
2. Why do men often struggle to ask for help—from God or others?
3. Share a time when you asked God for wisdom and received clarity.

Prayer

Lord, I admit I don't always trust that You'll answer. Forgive my double-mindedness. I'm
asking for wisdom in [specific area]. I choose to believe You will guide me. Help my unbelief.
Amen.
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Day/Week 3: The Deception of Temptation

"Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that
person will receive the crown of life... each person is tempted when they are
dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to
death.” — James 1:12-15

Reflection

James opens verse 12 with a promise: the man who perseveres under trial and stands the test
will receive the crown of life. But James knows that between here and there, something will try
to knock you off course.

James traces the anatomy of temptation with surgical precision. It starts with desire. Desire
entices. When entertained, desire conceives sin. And sin, left unchecked, produces death.

Notice what's absent: surprise. Temptation doesn't ambush us from nowhere. It builds. It
follows a pattern. And patterns can be disrupted—if you're paying attention.

The enemy isn't creative. He uses the same tactics over and over: isolate, entice, rationalize, act.
Your job is to recognize the sequence before you're deep into it.

Personal Questions

+ What temptation pattern do you keep falling into? What are the early warning signs?
+  What conditions make you most vulnerable? Fatigue? Isolation? Stress?
+  Who in your life knows about your struggles? Who should?

+ Is obtaining the crown of life important to you? How could that goal change how you
view trials?
Action Step
Map your most persistent temptation. Write down: the trigger, the internal rationalization, and

the action. Then identify one point in that sequence where you can interrupt it. Share it with
one trusted person.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Without needing to share specifics, how do you typically rationalize temptation in the
moment?

2. What practical strategies have helped you interrupt temptation patterns?

3. How does isolation make temptation more powerful? How does community weaken it?
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Prayer

Father, I confess I've blamed circumstances—and even You—for my failures. Open my eyes to
my own patterns. Give me the awareness to recognize temptation early and the strength to
resist. Amen.
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Day/Week 4: Doers, Not Hearers Only

"Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who
looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like."” — James 1:22-24

Reflection

James exposes one of the most common forms of spiritual self-deception: mistaking
consumption for transformation. You can read the Bible, attend church, listen to podcasts, and
remain unchanged.

The mirror analogy cuts deep. How often do we encounter truth—in Scripture, in sermons, in
conviction—and walk away unchanged? We see what needs adjustment and then simply forget.

We wouldn't leave a friend who is bleeding out lying there without a tourniquet. But somehow
we leave ourselves open to spiritual attack—wounds we can see—without ever stopping the
bleeding.

Faith without works is dead, James will say later. But here he's making a slightly different point:
hearing without doing is self-deception.

Personal Questions

+  What are three truths you have heard recently that you haven't acted on?

+  What percentage of your spiritual life is consumption versus application?

+  What would change this week if you acted on what you already know?

«  What change can you make this week by acting on what you already know?
Action Step

Identify one specific thing God has shown you—from Scripture, conviction, or wise counsel—
that you've heard but not done. Do it today. Not tomorrow. Today.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Why is it easier to consume spiritual content than to apply it?
2. What systems or habits help you move from hearing to doing?
3. How can this group hold each other accountable to action, not just discussion?

Prayer

Lord, I don't want to deceive myself. Show me where I've been a hearer but not a doer. Give me
the courage and discipline to act on what I already know. Amen.
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Day/Week 5: Taming the Tongue

"Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on
their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless... The tongue
also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole
body, sets the whole course of one's life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.” —
James 1:26, 3:6

Reflection

James doesn't soften this: if you can't control your tongue, your religion is worthless. Not less
effective. Not mediocre at best. Worthless.

The tongue reveals what is in our hearts. It exposes anger we've rationalized, bitterness we've
ignored, pride we've dressed up as confidence. Words aren't just sounds—they're weapons.

Consider your words this past week. At home. At work. Online. In traffic. When no one was
listening. What did they reveal about the state of your heart?

The tongue can't be tamed by willpower alone. It requires transformed desires, renewed minds,
and the discipline to pause before speaking. This is a battleground. And most men are losing.

Personal Questions

«  When do your words cause the most damage? Under what conditions?
+  Who has been hurt by your tongue recently? What needs to be made right?
+  What heart issue does your speech most consistently reveal?
Action Step
Before you speak today—especially when frustrated—pause for three seconds. Ask: Is this true?

Is this helpful? Is this kind? If you've recently wounded someone with words, go to them and
make it right.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Why do men often underestimate the power of their words?
2. Where have you seen words build someone up? Where have you seen them destroy?
3. What practical strategy helps you slow down before speaking?
4. How differently would you speak if you truly accepted that the Spirit of God lives inside
of you?

Prayer
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Father, I confess that my tongue has caused damage. Forgive me for careless, angry, and
hurtful words. Set a guard over my mouth. Transform my heart so that my words bring life.

Amen.
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Day/Week 6: Faith That Works

"What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has
no deeds? Can such faith save them? ... As the body without the spirit is dead, so
Jaith without deeds is dead.” — James 2:14, 26

Reflection

This is where James gets controversial—and misunderstood. He's not saying works earn
salvation. He's saying genuine faith produces visible evidence. A living faith works.

If someone claims to be a trained operator but never acts under pressure, never executes
missions, never puts their training into practice—are they actually an operator? Or just
someone who looks the part?

Too many men claim faith while living unchanged lives. They pray 'Thy kingdom come' but do
nothing to bring it. They talk about faith with friends on Sundays but go home and still nothing
changes.

Living faith looks like something. It serves. It gives. It sacrifices. It moves toward the broken, the
vulnerable, the lost. It keeps showing up.

Personal Questions

+  What evidence would someone see that you have living faith? What fruit?
«  Where has your faith become more about belief than action?
+  What would 'faith that works' look like in your specific context this week?
Action Step
Take one concrete action today that demonstrates your faith—not because it earns anything,

but because genuine faith produces fruit. Serve someone. Give sacrificially. Show up where
you're needed.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Does salvation by grace conflict with James's call to demonstrate faith through works?
Why or why not?

2. What does 'dead faith' look like in our churches today?

3. Share one way your faith has become visible through action recently.

Prayer
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Lord, I don't want a faith that's all talk and no action. Show me where my faith has become
theoretical. Move me from belief to obedience. Let my life be evidence of Your work in me.

Amen.
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Day/Week 7: Wisdom and Peacemaking

"Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life,
by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom... Peacemakers who sow
peace raise a harvest of righteousness.” — James 3:13, 17-18

Reflection

James opens with a challenge: you say you're wise? Show it. Not with arguments won. Not with
positions defended. Not with being right. With a good life. With deeds done in humility.

Then James gets specific about what wisdom from above looks like: pure, peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. There isn't a single
trait there that wins arguments. Every one of them builds something.

Peacemakers who sow peace raise a harvest of righteousness. But understand what James
means by peacemaker. He's not talking about keeping the peace. A peacekeeper avoids conflict
because conflict is uncomfortable. A peacemaker sees what's broken and moves toward it.

Heavenly wisdom isn't passive. But it's humble. It doesn't bulldoze. It builds.

Personal Questions

+  Where has your 'wisdom' been motivated more by winning than by serving?

«  Which characteristic of heavenly wisdom do you most need to develop? Why?

+  Where are you called to be a peacemaker—not keeping false peace, but building real
peace?

Action Step

Identify a situation where conflict has been avoided rather than addressed—in your home, your
relationships, or your community. Ask God for the wisdom and courage to move toward it as a
peacemaker. Take one step today.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. What's the difference between keeping the peace and making it?
2. Why is humility essential to true peacemaking? What happens when it's missing?
3. How do you discern when to fight for truth and when to pursue peace?

Prayer

Father, I confess I've often sought to be right more than righteous. Grant me wisdom from
above—pure, peace-loving, and full of mercy. Make me a peacemaker who sows real peace
and trusts You to raise the harvest. Amen.
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Day/Week 8: Submitting to God, Resisting the
Enemy

"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come
near to God and he will come near to you.”" — James 4:7-8

Reflection

The order here matters: submit to God first, then resist the devil. You can't effectively fight an
enemy while living in rebellion against your commanding officer. Submission to God is the
foundation of spiritual warfare.

When Paul said we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against spiritual forces of evil, he
wasn't speaking metaphorically. You have an enemy who operates with military precision. He's
targeting your family, your integrity, your mission.

But here's the promise: resist him and he will flee. Not might flee. Will flee. The enemy has no
authority over a submitted, resisting believer.

Come near to God and He will come near to you. That's the order: you move toward Him, and
He responds. This isn't passive faith. This is active pursuit.

Personal Questions

+ What area of your life have you not fully submitted to God?
+  Where do you feel under spiritual attack? How are you resisting?

+  What does 'drawing near to God' practically look like for you?

Action Step
Identify one area of resistance to God's authority in your life. Submit it—out loud, in prayer.
Then take one specific step to draw near to Him today.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Why must submission come before resistance in spiritual warfare?

2. How do you recognize spiritual attack versus normal difficulty?
3. What specific practices help you 'draw near to God' consistently?

Prayer

Lord, I submit every area of my life to Your authority. I resist the enemy in Your name. Draw
near to me as I draw near to You. Strengthen me for the battle ahead. Amen.
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Day/Week 9: Patience in Suffering

"Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. See how the
Jarmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the
autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's
coming is near." — James 5:7-8

Reflection

Patience isn't passive waiting. It's active endurance while trusting the process. The farmer
doesn't sit idle—he plants, tends, protects. But he also waits, knowing that harvest comes in its
season, not his.

James wrote to people under pressure—economic hardship, social persecution, internal church
conflicts. His counsel: stand firm. Don't give up. The Lord's coming is near.

We live in a culture that demands instant results. Microwave faith. But spiritual maturity isn't
microwaved. It's slow-cooked. Character is forged over time, through trials endured and lessons
learned.

Standing firm doesn't mean standing still. It means maintaining your position under pressure
while continuing to do what's right.

Personal Questions

+  Where do you struggle most with patience? What are you waiting for?

« What does 'standing firm' look like in your current circumstances?

+  How can you actively wait—planting and tending—while trusting God's timing?
Action Step

Identify one area where you're tempted to give up or force results. Commit to patient
endurance. What's one thing you can 'plant' today while waiting for harvest?

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Why is patience particularly difficult for men in our culture?
2. Share a time when patient endurance eventually produced fruit you couldn't have forced.
3. How do you stay engaged and active while waiting on God's timing?

Prayer

Father, I confess my impatience. Teach me to wait actively, trusting Your timing while doing
what's right. Help me stand firm without giving up. I trust that the harvest is coming. Amen.
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Day 10: The Prayer of Faith

"Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing
songs of praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church
to pray over them... The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective."
— James 5:13-16

Reflection

James closes his letter where any serious disciple should live: in prayer. Trouble? Pray. Happy?
Praise. Sick? Call the community. Confession and prayer together. This is how the body
functions.

Notice the promise: the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Not impressive
prayers. Not eloquent prayers. The prayers of someone living in right relationship with God.
Effectiveness flows from alignment, not performance.

Research supports what Scripture has always taught: religiosity provides real benefits for men
navigating life's pressures. Studies show religious practices are consistently associated with
better mental health outcomes and more effective stress coping.

Faith works. Prayer works. Community works. Not because we've figured out a formula, but
because God responds to humble dependence.

Personal Questions

+ How integrated is prayer into your daily life? Is it a last resort or a first response?

+  Who are you praying for consistently? Who is praying for you?

+  What would change if you actually believed your prayers were powerful and effective?
Action Step
Commit to praying for three specific people by name every day for the next week. Also, identify

something you need prayer for and share it with at least one other believer—then ask them to
actually pray.

Discussion Questions (Small Group)
1. Why do men often struggle to pray—alone or with others?

2. What's the relationship between righteousness and prayer effectiveness?

3. How can this group pray for each other right now? Take time to actually do it.

Prayer
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Father, teach me to pray. Not as performance, but as dependence. Not as last resort, but as
first response. I believe my prayers matter because You are faithful. Hear me today. Amen.
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What Now?

You've spent ten days in James. You've confronted hard truths about trials, temptation, the
tongue, and true faith. But information without action produces nothing.

James wrote to a church under pressure. His message wasn't about feeling better—it was
about living better. About faith that works. About being doers, not just hearers.

So here's the question: What will you do with what you've learned?

The UNAFRAID community exists for men who refuse to let comfortable Christianity define
their faith. Men who understand that genuine freedom only comes through Christ—and that
following Christ means moving from passive belief to active obedience.

Continue the Journey

Join the UNAFRAID Community: Connect with men who share your convictions at
UNAFRAID.org

Explore Additional Resources: Podcasts, one-on-one mentoring, and faith-centered
training.

Get the Book: UNAFRAID: Staring Down Terror as a Navy SEAL and Single Dad by Eddie
Penney.

Stay Connected: Subscribe at UNAFRAID.org to receive ongoing encouragement.

The progress starts with YOU.
No more justifications. No more excuses. Choose truth over comfort.

UNAFRAID.org
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	The tongue reveals what is in our hearts. It exposes anger we've rationalized, bitterness we've ignored, pride we've dressed up as confidence. Words aren't just sounds—they're weapons.
	Consider your words this past week. At home. At work. Online. In traffic. When no one was listening. What did they reveal about the state of your heart?
	The tongue can't be tamed by willpower alone. It requires transformed desires, renewed minds, and the discipline to pause before speaking. This is a battleground. And most men are losing.
	Personal Questions
	Day/Week 6: Faith That Works
	"What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? ... As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead." — James 2:14, 26
	Reflection
	This is where James gets controversial—and misunderstood. He's not saying works earn salvation. He's saying genuine faith produces visible evidence. A living faith works.
	If someone claims to be a trained operator but never acts under pressure, never executes missions, never puts their training into practice—are they actually an operator? Or just someone who looks the part?
	Too many men claim faith while living unchanged lives. They pray 'Thy kingdom come' but do nothing to bring it. They talk about faith with friends on Sundays but go home and still nothing changes.
	Living faith looks like something. It serves. It gives. It sacrifices. It moves toward the broken, the vulnerable, the lost. It keeps showing up.
	Personal Questions
	Day/Week 7: Wisdom and Peacemaking
	"Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom... Peacemakers who sow peace raise a harvest of righteousness." — James 3:13, 17-18
	Reflection
	James opens with a challenge: you say you're wise? Show it. Not with arguments won. Not with positions defended. Not with being right. With a good life. With deeds done in humility.
	Then James gets specific about what wisdom from above looks like: pure, peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. There isn't a single trait there that wins arguments. Every one of them builds something.
	Peacemakers who sow peace raise a harvest of righteousness. But understand what James means by peacemaker. He's not talking about keeping the peace. A peacekeeper avoids conflict because conflict is uncomfortable. A peacemaker sees what's broken and moves toward it.
	Heavenly wisdom isn't passive. But it's humble. It doesn't bulldoze. It builds.
	Personal Questions
	Day/Week 8: Submitting to God, Resisting the Enemy
	"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you." — James 4:7-8
	Reflection
	The order here matters: submit to God first, then resist the devil. You can't effectively fight an enemy while living in rebellion against your commanding officer. Submission to God is the foundation of spiritual warfare.
	When Paul said we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against spiritual forces of evil, he wasn't speaking metaphorically. You have an enemy who operates with military precision. He's targeting your family, your integrity, your mission.
	But here's the promise: resist him and he will flee. Not might flee. Will flee. The enemy has no authority over a submitted, resisting believer.
	Come near to God and He will come near to you. That's the order: you move toward Him, and He responds. This isn't passive faith. This is active pursuit.
	Personal Questions
	Day/Week 9: Patience in Suffering
	"Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near." — James 5:7-8
	Reflection
	Patience isn't passive waiting. It's active endurance while trusting the process. The farmer doesn't sit idle—he plants, tends, protects. But he also waits, knowing that harvest comes in its season, not his.
	James wrote to people under pressure—economic hardship, social persecution, internal church conflicts. His counsel: stand firm. Don't give up. The Lord's coming is near.
	We live in a culture that demands instant results. Microwave faith. But spiritual maturity isn't microwaved. It's slow-cooked. Character is forged over time, through trials endured and lessons learned.
	Standing firm doesn't mean standing still. It means maintaining your position under pressure while continuing to do what's right.
	Personal Questions
	Day 10: The Prayer of Faith
	"Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them... The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective." — James 5:13-16
	Reflection
	James closes his letter where any serious disciple should live: in prayer. Trouble? Pray. Happy? Praise. Sick? Call the community. Confession and prayer together. This is how the body functions.
	Notice the promise: the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Not impressive prayers. Not eloquent prayers. The prayers of someone living in right relationship with God. Effectiveness flows from alignment, not performance.
	Research supports what Scripture has always taught: religiosity provides real benefits for men navigating life's pressures. Studies show religious practices are consistently associated with better mental health outcomes and more effective stress coping.
	Faith works. Prayer works. Community works. Not because we've figured out a formula, but because God responds to humble dependence.
	Personal Questions
	What Now?
	You've spent ten days in James. You've confronted hard truths about trials, temptation, the tongue, and true faith. But information without action produces nothing.
	James wrote to a church under pressure. His message wasn't about feeling better—it was about living better. About faith that works. About being doers, not just hearers.
	So here's the question: What will you do with what you've learned?
	The UNAFRAID community exists for men who refuse to let comfortable Christianity define their faith. Men who understand that genuine freedom only comes through Christ—and that following Christ means moving from passive belief to active obedience.
	Continue the Journey
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